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NEBRASKA BICENTENNIAL BROADSIDE* 


Christopher Columbus used a Broadside to announce the results of his first 
expedition in 1493. In Elizabethan England, the Broadside was promoted by the 
growing popularity of the printing press and was the start of modern journalism 
and news broadcasting. The Broadside in the 16th and 17th centuries dealt with 
historical events at home and abroad, crime and disaster as well as social 
happenings with traditional songs appearing next to journalistic pieces. 

The Broadside, an outdoor wall poster, was used by colonial Americans to 
keep them aware of the times. Newspapers, scarce, were shared with all. People 
gathered around the Broadside for news—be it true or propaganda from the 
enemy. In fact, both sides in the developing conflict tacked recruiting posters to 
the Broadside. 

What a far cry from the factual and objective newspapers and news 
broadcasters of today! Indeed, the Broadside played a part in beginning 
journalism which led to the first amendment of the U. S. Constitution. 

In naming this publication the Broadside, the Nebraska Bicentennial 
Commission would like to focus attention on the vital role communications played 
in Revolutionary days as it does today and will in the future. 
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At the year’s beginning there were 61 designated communities in Nebraska. At year’s 
end there were 326. During this period of rapid growth, and during the time before, 
Nebraska Bicentennial Community applications have consistently demonstrated a 
sincere interest in civic rededication and cultural renewal. Improving the quality of the 
“good life’ for citizens of the community is a theme common to all Nebraska 
applications. _ 

The success of our bicentennial commemoration is directly related to the participation 
of our citizens. Nebraska’s national rank of seventh in this program indicates that 
Nebraska is showing much of the nation how to do it. 

The Interstate-80 Bicentennial Sculptures and attendant hearings and shoutings set this 
great Nebraska Bicentennial project out as one of the best known in the nation. This 
multi-faceted project earned another image for Nebraska—an example of how 
Nebraskans go directly at problem solving. This project also brought John W. Warner, 
ARBA administrator, to Nebraska for his first official bicentennial visit to the state where 
he discovered the “centerpiece of the Bicentennial in the center of the country.” 

If one were to set about destroying his own popular image—let him establish himself 
as a dispenser of grants. The bicentennial grant program worked jointly by the ARBA and 
state bicentennial commissions, has been an important key to the implementation of 
bicentennial projects in Nebraska. Essential to this healthy grant program are a prudent 
panel of judges of the quality of grant applications and a good staff to efficiently process 
them. Nebraska possesses both. 

From its inception, the bicentennial has been a success in smaller Nebraska cities, but 
during the year of 1975, Nebraska’s largest city emerged as a major focus of the 1976 
celebration by sheer force of the breadth of its program. This came to pass primarily 
through the sound organizational planning of former Mayor Gene Leahy, current Mayor 
Ed Zorinsky and the enthusiastic management of Director Bob Handy. 

The number one news-getter of the bicentennial in Nebraska in 1975 was our own Don 
Searcy. Surviving unfavorable press that would have sent weaker public officials to early 
retirement, Don is still among us—and can rightfully assume major responsibility for all 
of the above. | doubt Don seeks the credit and | don’t think it matters whether programs 
succeed because of or in spite of this man. What is important is that Nebraska’s 
bicentennial program is a success and Don is sitting in the director's seat. 

Finally, the chairman of the Nebraska ARBC, Mrs. William H. Hasebroock, is one of 
the most traveled ladies of the bicentennial and during the year 1975 expressed enough 
speeches in behalf of the bicentennial to single-handedly alert the state to this 


developing commemoration. 


There’s no thrill in easy sailing when the skies are clear and blue. 
There’s no joy in merely doing things which anyone can do. 
But there is some satisfaction which is mighty sweet to take. 

When you reach a destination which you thought you couldn’t make. 

Anon 

Three million people in thirteen colonies, very weak militarily, poor economically in 
1776 set a course with a destination that many questioned could ever be reached. At that 
time the men who founded this nation said “We act not just for ourselves, but for the 
whole human race.” How presumptuous! But, was it? 

Today, we are two hundred-twelve million people, fifty states, the strongest military 
power in the world and the wealthiest economically. In achieving this lofty goal, our 
people have not acted just for ourselves, but for the whole human race. Many of our 
achievements we have shared with the rest of the world. Not by design, but by 
providence we have become the epitome of the free world. Some Americans may 
conclude that we have arrived at our destination, see no reason for charting a new 
course, and are ready to get off. But, without a new course, we abandon some of the 
spirit which inspired pioneering, hard work, respect for nation, frugality, godliness, and 
awareness. Perhaps the bicentennial is the vehicle to chart a new course, to find new 
directions, to reach new destinations, to call forth a new spirit. Achievement always 
seemed to be forthcoming because America and Americans had a spirit that overcame all 


obstacles. 


Today, as was true in 1776, our nation must depend upon the spirit of its people. Only 
apathy and complacency of its people can dampen the spirit of America. Only apathy 
and complacency can destroy the freedom which allows one to chose how and who will 
determine the fate of this country. The cost of freedom has been high and this is not the 
time for individuals to exercise freedom in a manner which is certain to destroy the 
unalienable rights associated with it. Freedom should be exercised in such a way to 
arouse the spirit, not to lessen it. 

It is no less true today that a nation that loses wealth loses much; a nation that loses 
friends loses more; but a nation that loses spirit loses all. Our nation’s 200 years of 
success is 200 years of a people who have never lost their spirit. 

The spirit of America is alive in Nebraska. Some 500 communities, counties, tribes, 
and colleges have responded in developing programs, projects, events and activities to 
not only commemorate the 200th birthday, but to reawaken the spirits of our people as 
we move into our 3rd century. The committments of today are the successes of 
tomorrow. 

Are you among those included in the future? Tricentennial Minutes—THAT’S THE 
WAY IT WAS—NEBRASKA — 1976. 


Don Searcy 
NARBC Executive Director 


Frank Harrington 
Regional ARBA director 


National Medal Unveiled in Omaha 


The first public showing of the official national 1976 
bicentennial medal was held January 29, 1976, at the 
Omaha Press Club. 

Omaha was selected by the American Revolution 
Bicentennial Administration (ARBA) as the first city in the 
United States for public showing of the medal display. 
Pam Simpson, program assistant for the ARBA and a 
graduate of Omaha Westside High School brought the 
medal display and unveiled it at the press conference. 

Included in the display was the $4,000 three-inch gold 
medal; the $400 one and five-sixteenth-inch gold; the 
.906-inch gold which sells for $100; the three-inch silver at 
$150; the one and a half-inch silver for $25; the one and a 
half-inch gold-plated bronze for $15; and the one and a 
half-inch bronze at $5. 

The U.S. Congress directed the medal to be produced. It 
is the only gold medal Congress has specifically authorized 
for sale to the public. The gold comes from the federal 
gold reserves held by the U.S. Treasury. Proceeds from the 
sale of the medals are returned to the state bicentennial 
commissions for funding authorized bicentennial projects 
and events. 

The 1976 medals, may be ordered direct from: ARBA, 
P.O. Box 1976, San Francisco, California 94101. No more 
than five of any one medal may be ordered. Make all 
checks and money orders payable to the ARBA. All orders 
must be postmarked before midnight, July 31, 1976. 


Meet NARBC’s New Member 


Wheat farmer and rancher from Lewellen, Dale Grace 
was appointed to the NARBC by Gov. J. James Exon to fill 
the vacancy left by the resignation of Gerald J). McGinley 
of Ogallala. 

A native of Lewellen, Grace served on the local 
Centennial Committee in 1967 and participated in the Ash 
Hollow Pageant. Ruts of the original Oregon Trail run 
through Grace’s land in Garden County. Grace and his wife 
Vi, have three sons, Marv, Merlin and Melvin, one 
daughter, Jo Ann and six grandchildren. 


Dale Grace 
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PAM SIMPSON OF THE ARBA OFFICE, 
shows a model of the 1976 Bicentennial 
Medal at the first public showing in 
Omaha. 


William Jackson—A 
Pioneer Photographer 


Pioneer American photographer William H. Jackson, 
used cumbersome equipment to take the first photographs 
of the Yellowstone area, the Mesa Verde and the Pueblo 
ruins in Arizona and New Mexico. 

Under primitive conditions, Jackson achieved beautiful 
views of the early American West. His pictures of boom 
towns were widely used for railroad publicity. In his 
autobiography, Jackson said, “While crossing the plains, | 
seized every opportunity to sketch, but most of my 
drawings were done hurriedly in the form of notes.” 
Whenever he was in a crowd, like traveling on a train, 
Jackson used the opportunity to sketch fellow passengers 
to later use as models. 

Jackson settled in Omaha in 1868 with a photographer 
by the name of Hamilton in a studio located at Douglas 
and 15th Streets. In 1924 he moved to Washington, D.C. 

At 99 years old, Jackson commented on his longevity by 
saying, “Il have reached my age for two principle reasons. 
The first is that | inherited a tough constitution, the second 
reason, in my mind, is that | never took out enough time to 
get run down. There has always been so much to do 
tomorrow that | haven’t ever relaxed to any great extent.” 
He died in New York in 1942. 

Many of Jackson’s paintings, which were retouched by 
his son Clarence, are owned by and displayed at Pioneer 
Village in Minden. 


Matching Funds Awarded to State Projects 


All matching fund grants awarded to the NARBC from 
the ARBA to sub-grant for bicentennial projects in the 
state as of March 1, 1976, have been committed. The 
NARBC has received word from the ARBA that an 
additional $40,000 in non-appropriated funds have been 
approved for each state. Part of the additional funds will 
be earmarked for administrative purposes. All requests for 
matching funds should be to the NARBC by May 1, 1976. 
Matching fund requests must be for projects that will be 
completed in 1976. Organizations making requests must 
have an IRS tax exempt status and identification number. 
The following articles describe the projects funded by the 
NARBC in the last three months. 


Social science teachers in Nebraska are one group that 
has had the most direct contact with bicentennial 
programs in the school system. The Nebraska Council for 
the Social Sciences will host the National Council for 
Social Sciences regional meeting in March 1977. 

The Council received $2,000 in matching funds from the 
NARBC to be used to prepare and print materials to be 
used during the regional meeting. Social Science 
representatives from 14 to 16 other states will review 
materials for applicability in schools in their states. 

One of the main discussion topics will be “Nebraska at 
the 200th Year,” the curriculum developed by Ruth 


Weatherl, Nebraska’s bicentennial curriculum coordinator. 


A building of unique and historic value—the Pilgrim 
Holiness Baled Hay Church in Arthur, is being restored for 
the bicentennial. 

The church was built in 1928 of baled rye straw covered 
with stucco. The straw, donated to the church as a result 
of the unavailability of trees in the Sandhills, was baled by 
a horse-drawn baler. It is the only church in the United 
States so constructed. The Arthur Bicentennial Committee 
received $2,000 in matching funds to restore the church 
which has been deteriorating since the discontinuance of 
church services in 1968. 

The Arthur Bicentennial Committee feels the church 
project signifies the spirit of Nebraska and the people who 
settled the land. It is the committee’s goal to provide a 
landmark of the pioneer heritage for future generations. 
The restoration of the church is planned for completion by 
June 14, 1976, in time for Bicentennial Days in Arthur. 


Sioux County Historical Society is creating the county’s 
first public museum in an abandoned print shop. 

The lot next to the proposed museum building will be 
used for pioneer buildings such as an old country school, a 
log house and the old Post Office. The NARBC awarded 
the county $2,500 in matching funds to complete the 
project. 

During the bicentennial year, the museum will be used 
for a bicentennial quilt exhibit, prehistoric records of 
fossils from the county and exhibitions by local artists of 
scenes of the area. In the future, the museum will become 
a source of research materials of the county cemeteries, 
historic trails and historical documents. 


The leaders of the third century—the youth, will have a 
chance to participate in Nebraska’s Bicentennial Birthday 
Party as aresult of a matching fund grant from the NARBC 
to the Nebraska State Fair Board. 

The NARBC approved a grant of $10,000 for the party to 
be held September 3, 1976—the first night of the 1976 
state fair. Outstanding high school vocal students from 
Nebraska High Schools will be invited to sing with 
Kate Smith in the new University of Nebraska fieldhouse 
located on the state fairgrounds. 

The musical program will be the highlight of the first 
night of the fair, according to Henry Brandt, fair manager. 
Miss Smith has agreed to perform with the high school 
students in a mass choir in addition to her own show. 


A collection of oral literature, culture and history of 
Nebraska Indian tribes is being compiled by the Junior 
League of Lincoln. 

The League, in cooperation with the Nebraska 
Educational Television Network, will film Indian 
story-tellers during the bicentennial year to be broadcast 
over NETV. The League will film elderly Indians in the 
spring of 1976. All footage will be made available for 
educational use. The project received $1,000 in matching 
funds from the NARBC. 

The project will have a two-fold educational value. Not 
only will the general public have the opportunity of 
watching broadcasts of Nebraska Indian literature, but 
Nebraska public schools and reservation schools will be 
able to incorporate segments of the filming into their 
curriculum. 


THE BALED HAY CHURCH IN ARTHUR 
received matching funds for restoration 
of the building. 


Projects Receive NARBC Endorsement 


A “Bicentennial Ethnic Festival” is planned for 
downtown Omaha on June 5-6 and will involve as many as 
40 ethnic groups and organizations. The project was 
endorsed by the NARBC. 

Present plans call for the Festival to include booths of 
ethnic food, handicrafts, demonstrations, dancing and arts 
and crafts. The Ethnic Committee of the Omaha/Douglas 
County Bicentennial Commission, headed by Toni 
Blazevich, is the Festival’s sponsor. 

The goal of the Ethnic committee is to make the 
celebration a vehicle to greater knowledge, understanding 
and cooperation between various ethnic groups by making 
people aware of the different ethnic cultures, customs and 
backgrounds. 


The concept of a multiple site, multiple purpose 
statewide arboretum presented by Roger Uhlinger, curator 
of the arboretum, was endorsed by the NARBC. 

The arboretum will provide a living memorial to 
Nebraska pioneers as it provides beauty, windbreak and 
wind abatement to the countryside in the state. The 
proposed arboretum will also assist beautification efforts 
along the Interstate Highway System. 


The highlight of the 1976 Seward Fourth of July 
celebration will be the re-enactment of the Peace Jubilee 
modeled after the National Peace Jubilee of 1869 and the 
World Peace Jubilee of 1872. 

These celebrations were organized by the 
Irish-American band leader, Patrick Gilmore, and held 
near Boston. Seward will invite players from high school 
and municipal band and orchestra in Nebraska to assemble 
a large chorus. The Seward Peace Jubilee will perform 
some of the actual routines and performances of the 
original Jubilees. This program was endorsed by the 
NARBC. 


A new exhibit entitled “The Presidency” specifically 
designed to commemorate the bicentennial in the 
Midwest, was endorsed by the NARBC. 

The exhibit will be housed permanently at the Western 
Heritage Society Museum in Omaha located in the old 
Union Pacific Depot. The exhibit’s emphasis will be on 
those presidents who have visited the Great Plains region. 
The first president to make such a visit was Abraham 
Lincoln. 

Included in the exhibit are memorabilia and artifacts 
from the Bostwick-Forhard Collection along with 
commitments for resource material and artifacts from 
private collectors. 


The Liberty Belle Mounted Drill Team from the 
Scottsbluff area was endorsed by the NARBC. 

The team is noted for their Liberty Drill—presenting 
flags from United States history with a narration. The team 
dresses in Nebraska’s colors of blue and gold. The team is 
often available on weekends to participate in parades and 
programs. The Liberty Belle Drill Team led the national 
Wagon Train across the Nebraska-Wyoming border near 
Henry on March 26. For information about the group, 
contact Mrs. Sandi Smith, Route 2, Box 179A, Bayard, 
Neb. 69334. 


Authentic uniforms of the colonial continental soldier 
are worn by the 2nd Maryland Regiment of Foot, a new 
self-sponsored drill team of 30 individuals organized at 
Offutt Air Force Base in Bellevue to celebrate America’s 
200th anniversary of independence. 

Endorsed by the NARBC following a request by Col. 
Richard Newton, commander of Offutt and chairman of 
the Military Committee for the Bicentennial, this spirited 
unit is available for parades and other community events 
throughout the Bicentennial Era. The groups have 
participated at several bicentennial flag ceremonies. 

Carrying black powder muskets of the Revolutionary 
War, the 2nd Maryland Regiment of Foot includes fife and 
drummers and even “camp followers” in period costumes. 
The Maryland flag, presented to the unit by Maryland 
Governor Marvin Mandel, is one of several flags, including 
the original regimental colors. 

One of the unit’s unique features is the 
great-great-great-great grandson of a soldier who served in: 
the original 2nd Maryland Regiment— Sgt. William Schell 
who is stationed at Offutt. 

The unit is self-supporting and whenever possible, asks 
for reimbursement of transportation to functions. For 
additional information, please contact Paul Kennedy, 2nd 
Maryland chairman, 2301 Lloyd Street, Bellevue, Nebraska 
68005; (402) 291-5433 or 391-5924. 


FIRING AUTHENTIC REPLICA MUS- 
KETS, the 2nd Maryland Regiment of 
Foot, demonstrates a reenactment of 
battles during the Revolutionary War. 


Photo by Jimmy Jones 


DISPLAYING SOME ITEMS that will be at Indian Expo 
76 are Linda Baldwin (left), project co-chairman and 
Jean Black Elk. The pot Mrs. Baldwin is holding is from 
the Lower Sioux Tribe of Morton, Minn.; the mocassins 
are from the Sioux Tribe of Rosebud, S.D.; the bead 
work is from the Northern Cheyenne and Oglala Sioux 
and the shawl is from the Omaha Tribe of Macy, Neb. 


State Ethnic Fair 
Set at Hastings 


The Nebraska Bicentennial Commission’s state-wide 
All-Ethnic Festival has been planned for June 4-6 in 
Hastings at the Chautauqua Pavillion, according to Walt 
Baer project coordinator. 

The NEBRASKAland Foundation received a $2,000 
matching fund grant in 1973 to plan the festival for the 
bicentennial year. Hastings was selected as the site of the 
festival in late 1975 because of its central position in the 
state, ground facilities and a strong bicentennial 
committee. Baer has contacted several ethnic groups 
which will participate in the program. 

Combined with the Ethnic Festival is the 
Hastings-Adams County Chautauqua and Arts and Craft 
Fair, according to Jacky Smith, Adams County 
Bicentennial chairman. During the Junior Chautauqua, 
pioneer and early American crafts, skills and games will be 
demonstrated, according to Becky Pittman, Junior 
Chautauqua chairman. Youngsters will also get the chance 
to try their hand at the crafts and skills. 

Communities from the entire state are welcome to 
attend the festival and participate in the Grand Parade at 
10 a.m. Saturday, June 5, according to Bill Sole, general 
Chautauqua and All-Ethnic Festival chairman. 

One highlight of the Ethnic Festival will be the 
German-Russian Pageant on Saturday evening, Mrs. Smith 
said. The Hastings-Adams County German-Russian group 
will be presented a bicentennial flag for the Centennial 
Year of their immigration to the area by Don Searcy, 
NARBC executive director, on behalf of the Adams County 
Bicentennial Committee. 

At the Chautauqua, local, state and national political 
leaders will speak on the topic “Women in Politics.” The 
entire three days of entertainment with the Ethnic Festival, 
Chautauqua and Arts and Craft Fair is free and open to the 
public—everyone is invited! 


President's Birthsite 
Shrine Erected in Omaha 


A memorial marker honoring the birthplace of President 
Gerald R. Ford will be unveiled on July 14 at 32nd and 
Woolworth Streets in Omaha. 

The project, endorsed by the Omaha/Douglas County 
Bicentennial Commission, was made possible by James 
Paxson who purchased the land and deeded it to the City 
of Omaha. 

A competition for the designs of the marker was held by 
the University of Nebraska School of Architecture and 
funded by the Paxson Foundation. Gary Dubas, presently a 
senior architect student from Omaha, won the 
competition for the design of the marker. 

President and Mrs. Ford have been invited to attend the 
dedication ceremonies on July 14. For more information 
contact the Omaha/Douglas County Bicentennial 
Commission, 801 South 10 Street, Omaha, Nebraska 
68108, (402) 341-1776. 


Indian Expo '76 
To Be Held in Lincoln 


Indian Expo '76, a bicentennial project of the Haymarket 
Art Gallery of Lincoln, will be April 23-24 at the State Fair 
Grounds in Lincoln. 

The project was developed with the current interest in 
Indian arts, crafts and traditions in mind. Demonstrations 
by Indian craftsmen in jewelry, leather, pottery, weaving 
and painting will be featured. Traditional samples of 
Indian food will be available while Indian dances and 
music are performed. 

Highlight of the two-day event will be the Indian Expo 
Fashion Show featuring Indian designed fashions and 
jewelry modeled by Native Americans. The fashion show 
starts at 8 p.m., Saturday, April 24 at the Coliseum. 


Chautauqua ’76 Tours State 


Plans for the 1976 University of Nebraska Chautauqua 
are being finalized with the selection of eight host 
communities, according to Don Jacks, program director. 

The eight sites of the 1976 Chautauqua include six new 
towns— South Sioux City, May 25-26; Bellevue, May 27-28; 
Beatrice, May 29-30; Grand Island, May 31-June 1; 
Kearney, June 2-3 and Ogallala, June 4-5 plus two towns 
that hosted the 1975 Chautauqua—‘Scottsbluff, June 6-7 
and Chadron, June 8-9, 1976. 

The 1976 Chautauqua will be bigger and better than last 
year’s, Jacks said. This year the events will cost around 
$111,093 with the NARBC providing a $7,943 matching 
fund grant. Highlights of this year’s Chautauqua are the 
musical-drama “Home Front” produced and written by the 
team that wrote last year’s “Portraits”; the Scarlet and 
Cream Singers and nationally known commentators and 
speakers. 


State Logo Use Restricted 


The Nebraska Bicentennial Commission’s symbol has 
appeared on several items such as the state bicentennial 
medal and in newspapers to illustrate bicentennial articles. 

The symbol is trademarked and service marked and 
therefore, anyone using it on items for resale must have 
the consent of the NARBC before manufacturing the item. 
Schools and other non-profit organizations are urged to 
use the symbol on anything except on items for resale. For 
information on the use of the state logo, write to Don 
Searcy, executive director, NARBC, 1245 M Street, 
Lincoln, Neb. 68508. 


Drill Team Receives Nod 


The National Society of Pershing Rifles has been 
recognized as a member in the National Bicentennial 
Service Alliance. 

The major bicentennial project of Pershing Rifles is the 
1976 John J. Pershing Memorial Drill Meet to be held 
March, 1976, in New York City, according to Major Gen. 
Phil Warrick, the national commander of Pershing Rifles 
and student at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 

On Saturday, November 15, 1975, Don Searcy, NARBC 
executive director, presented the bicentennial flag and 
certificate of recognition to representatives of the 141 
chapters of Pershing Rifles before 76,000 people at the 
Nebraska-lowa State football game. 


Four Groups Awarded Funds 


The NARBC awarded four-$500 matching fund grants to 
four groups who will be representing the state at 
bicentennial events outside of the state. 

The York High School Marching “Duke” Band will 
represent Nebraska at the 1976 Bicentennial Cherry 
Blossom Festival in Washington, D.C. on April 10. During 
the visit to the nation’s Capitol, the band under the 
direction of William Harshbarger, and sponsors will visit 
the Smithsonian Institution; Kennedy Center; Mount 
Vernon; Gettysburg with a special invitation to the Iranian 
Embassy and an invitation from House Speaker Carl Albert 
to present a concert on the steps of the Capitol —the first 
non-military band to be so invited. 

The Blair High School Marching Band will represent the 
state on July 4, 1976, in Philadelphia. The band will be 
marching in Philadelphia’s Bicentennial celebration 
parade. The Blair band has won superior ratings in the 
Nebraska State Music Festival for 19 out of the last 25 
years. Other honors for the band include invitations to the 
Manisphere Competition at Winnipeg, Canada; Nebraska 
Legion State Convention Parade and Dakota Days 
Marching Band Festival. 

The Nebraska Repertory Theatre will present 
“Homefront,” the musical drama written for the 
Chautauqua 1976 tour of the state, at Nebraska Day, Sept. 
12 in Philadelphia. The authors, David Bell and Alan 
Nielsen, were widely acclaimed for their musical drama 
“Portraits” seen during the 1975 Chautauqua. The UN 
Repertory Theatre will present the production at either the 
Independence Mall Pavillion or the Bicentennial Theatre 
on Benjamin Franklin Parkway. Each theatre seats 2,500 
persons. 

The Scottsbluff High School band will represent the 
United States and Nebraska during the summer of 1976 ina 
bicentennial tour of Europe under the leadership of Dean 
Maxwell, band director. The NARBC endorsed the band’s 
tour. The 95 band members and 22 sponsors will leave July 
4 for the 15-day tour of Belgium, the Netherlands, West 
Germany, Austria and Switzerland. While in Switzerland, 
the band will participate in the International Music 
Festival at Lausanne. 

Representing Nebraska at Nebraska Day during the 
Calgary, Canada Stampede July 9-19, will be the Holdrege 
High School Marching “Duster” Band under the direction 
of Verle Straatman. The theme of the 10-day Stampede 
this year is a Salute to the United States and the Bicen- 
tennial. The Salute will include displays at Flare Square 
relating to Nebraska’s Heritage and Industry. The NARBC 
is seeking companies and organizations interested in 
sponsoring their own displays for this major North 
American event that attracts one million spectators. 


THE OFFICIAL CERTIFICATE of 


bicentennial recognition was presented 
to the UNL Chapter of Pershing Rifles 
during the Nebraska-lowa State football 
game. Pictured above are (left to right): 
P/R Lt. Mark Evans; P/R Themas 
Schmidt; P/R LCDR Bruce Stork; Major 
Charles Bickel; P/R Lt. Gen. Phil 
Warrick (national commander); P/R 
Brig. Gen. Michael Obal; P/R 1st Lt. 
Richard Laski; P/R Col. Joseph Bouley 
and Don Searcy. 
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Wagons Ho! Train Heads East 


With the cry of “Eastward ho!” the last leg of the 
National Wagon Train Pilgrimage to Pennsylvania began 
from Ft. Laramie, Wyoming. 

The Wagon Train crossed the Wyoming-Nebraska border 
on March 26 near Henry. The train stopped at 31 Nebraska 
towns along the Oregon and Mormon Trails on the way to 
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, where five different 
“branches” of the train will converge on July 4 at the 
National Governors Conference. 

The following list of coordinators from the 31 Nebraska 
communities in which the Wagon Train encamped, made 
arrangements for the official party and the hundreds of 
visitors who joined for the merriment and _ festivities: 
Mitchell, Mrs. Brian Heinz; Scottsbluff, Nadine Sieb; 
Melbeta, Neal Gatch; Bayard, Charles Stratton; 
Bridgeport, Dr. George Post; Broadwater, Warren 
Hathaway; Lisco, Wilma Buske; Oshkosh, Joyce Olson; 
Lewellen, John Westera; Keystone, Ralph Christensen; 
Ogallala, Jock Pollock; Paxton, Bud Warner; Sutherland, 
Gordon Larson; North Platte, George LeRoy; Brady, Harry 
Discoe; Gothenburg, James Gaskill; Lexington, Mike Taft; 
Elm Creek, LaDonna Walker; Ft. Kearney, Alice Howell, 
Roger Sykes; Gibbon, Avenelle Lauer; Hastings, Jacky 
Smith; Grand Island, Mark France; Central City, Ted 
Reeves; Osceola, Ruth Lux; Columbus, Dick Howe; 
Schuyler, Linda Jensen; North Bend, Dorothy Jansen; 
Fremont, Samuel Berek; Ft. Calhoun, Steve Kemper; 
Omaha, Mikel Scoggins; Nebraska City, Mrs. Robert 
McKone. 

Entertainment at each night’s encampment started with 
song and dance routines by students from Pennsylvania 
State University. The troupe of six young people who 
performed the free 40-minute show daily, added much 
color and enthusiasm to the evening program. 

Costumes for the groups were designed to blend with the 
train and the surroundings, according to Montez King, 
costume designer. The performer’s arrangements saluted 
“common” Americans, women’s sufferage, old-time love 


songs and a song to salute the state and community in- 


which they were performing. 

For a short time the Oregon and Mormon Trails were 
again alined with a cross-continental migration. 
Thousands of Nebraskans added their names to the 
scrolls— pledges of Rededication to principles set forth by 
the country’s founding fathers. 

The Nebraska Wagon will be returned to the State 
Historical Society in the fall. 


Wrong Information 


In Last Issue 


In the last issue of the NARBC BROADSIDE, an article 
on page three stated the Bicentennial Counties and 
Communities signs were 4 x 6 feet with the bicentennial 
symbol. This was WRONG. The large signs are 4’6” x 16” 
and cost $24. The smaller 12-inch signs are $8. Please 
direct all orders for the signs to Eldon Orth, Nebraska 
Department of Roads, P.O. Box 94759, Lincoln, Nebraska 
68509. 
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SCENES OF THE ONE-ROOM SCHOOL 
at the State Fairgrounds in Lincoln 
include the “teacher for the day”, 
old-time sayings such as “Silence is 
Golden” and old style desks. 


One-room School A 
Hit in Lincoln 


The one-room school, set up last year on the State Fair 
Grounds at Heritage Village, has been the scene of classes 
for fourth and seventh graders from Lincoln and the 
surrounding area. 

The entire school day is spent by the students doing 
“old-fashioned things” like raising a 38-star flag; practicing 
penmanship and eating sack lunches that CANNOT 
include modern-day fare such as peanut butter 
sandwiches. In keeping with the traditional theme, an 
outside facility is provided. 

The “teachers” at the school are volunteers from the 
Lincoln Junior League—one of the project’s sponsors. Tana 
Wilson is the full-time teacher’s assistant and “attends” 
school every day while the volunteer teachers are assigned 
certain days. 

For more information about the one-room school, 
please contact Ruth Weatherl, bicentennial curriculum 
developer, Lincoln School Administration Building, 720 
South 22nd Street, Lincoln, Neb. 68501. 


Schools to be Recognized ' 
For Bicentennial Projects 


Great interest and participation of schools in 
bicentennial projects and events in the state have 
prompted the NARBC to look into a school recognition 
program. 

Special school recognition applications are being 
prepared and will be sent from the State Department of 
Education in the fall of 1976. 

Recognition will be based on projects, events and 
activities completed during the 1975-76 school year and 
the fall semester 1976. Special awards will be presented to 
those schools qualifying. 

Ruth Weather!, bicentennial curriculum coordinator is 
assisting the State Department of Education and the 
Nebraska Bicentennial Commission with the program. 


Air Force Base Recognized 
For Bicentennial Projects 


Col. Richard Y. Newton, Jr., commander of Offutt Air 
Force Base, received the Bicentennial Flag from Don 
Searcy under the ARBA’s recognition program for Military 
Installations. This program is similar to the Bicentennial 
Communities recognition program. 

Offutt was awarded the recognition for several 
bicentennial projects initiated at the base. Under. the 
Heritage 76 theme, the base organized the 2nd Maryland 
Regiment of Foot (see page four of this BROADSIDE). For 
the Horizon’s theme, the base has submitted the Old Ft. 
Crook area as a historic district. 

Festival ‘76 theme has a special meaning for several 
persons connected with Offutt. As a project under this 
theme, the base conducts a special Citizenship Class 
Graduation in which 22 people from 12 countries become 
United States citizens. The base has planned more than 35 
bicentennial projects during the bicentennial year. 


A LIBERTY BELL PATRON AWARD was 
presented to Dan Gordman (right) by 
Don Searcy (left). Richman-Gordman 
Stores was one of five organizations 
presented Liberty Bell Awards for their 
direct contributions in order to have the 
Nebraska Liberty Bell tour the state. 
The awards were original woodcuts 
made by Diane Smith, a high school art 
student from Lincoln. Other companies 
receiving the award were: Lincoln 
Equipment Company, the Independent 
Insurance Companies of Lincoln, 
Meadow Lane Shopping Center of 
Lincoln and the Nebraska National 
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AT CITIZENSHIP CLASS GRADU- 
ATION, held at Offutt Air Force Base, 
newly sworn in American, Maureen 
Crane from the United Kingdom spoke 
after being awarded the Citizen Essay 
Award. 
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High Schools Allowed 


To Use National Logo 


John W. Warner, ARBA administrator, has urged all 
educational systems and institutions to commemorate the 
significance of 1976 by including the national bicentennial 
symbol on certificates of graduation. 

In addition to placing the symbol on diplomas, schools 
are encouraged to use it in yearbooks. This new policy on 
the use of the logo was recently announced by the ARBA. 
Under the new law, Warner said specific authorization is 
not needed by a school so long as the symbol will not be 
used in conjunction with any advertising. 

Use of the bicentennial symbol must conform with the 
standards and guidelines set by the ARBA. For a free copy 
of the Standard Graphics Manual, write to the NARBC, 
1245 M Street, Lincoln, Neb. 68508 or the ARBA Regional 
Office, 911 Walnut Street, Kansas City, Mo. 64106. 

Warner said, graduates of 1976 should have more than 
vague memories of the senior year. They should have a 
lasting momento of a year that saw them embark on their 
new life, and a year that saw America embark on its Third 
Century.” 


Projects Abound in Omaha, Largest City Sets the Pace 


By Bob Handy 
Executive Director 
Omaha/Douglas County 
Bicentennial Commission 


Hundreds of life-enriching projects and events highlight 
the Omaha/Douglas County commemoration of the 
bicentennial. 

The 42-member non-profit commission, chaired by 
former Mayor Eugene Leahy, is busy planning, 
coordinating and endorsing a program to rediscover the 
rich ethnic heritage, a way to fulfill the American dream 
and the laying of cornerstones of achievement for future 
generations. 

The 18 volunteer committees have developed many high 
quality activities including the American Freedom Train, 
restoration of Union Station, President Ford’s Birthsite 
Shrine, Great Plains Black Museum, “The Melting Pot, an 
Ethnic Cookbook,” Bicentennial Writers Contest, Heritage 
Road Project, “Battle Hymn” an original play, self-guided 
tour guide of historic buildings, homes and 
neighborhoods, program ‘“Pull-Together,” Hummel Park 
Nature Trail, Elkhorn Heritage Museum, I-80 Bicentennial 
Sculpture Garden, Interfaith Bicentennial Hymn Sing, 
Adopt-A-Tree, Bicentennial Ethnic Festival, Towl Park 
Bicentennial Bridge, Maximilian’s Historic Journey, 
restoration of Father Flanagan’s Home, History of Old 
Military Road, dedication of the new College of Nursing 
Building at UNMC, Louisiana Purchase Bicentennial 
Costume Ball and many others. 

The Commission has also assisted the Bicentennial 
Wagon Train Pilgrimage to Pennsylvania, Central Park 
Mall Development, College World Series, Clean Up for 
Century Ill, Byron Reed Coins and Papers, Western District 
Sokol Slet, Art 2076—for Youth, First Regional Model A 
Ford Parade and Show, Ukrainian Bicentennial Festival, 
George Dahir Sings America, Polish Home Bicentennial 
Festival, State Tapestry Wall Hangings, Heritage Poster 
Contest and the Bicentennial Essay Contest for Youth. 

The visit of the American Freedom Train to Omaha last 
September established a national attendance record of 
95,000 persons, 47,000 of whom were school-age youth. 
Coordinated by Don Waggoner and Judy Keller, the train 
not only brought America to Americans, but created a new 
public awareness and appreciation of the Union Station. 
This old building is scheduled to become Union Center 
(Midlands Historic Museum) sponsored by the City of 
Omaha and Western Heritage Society. 

The representatives of 37 ethnic groups in the area 
joined hearts and minds to publish “The Melting Pot, An 
Ethnic Cookbook,” now on sale across Nebraska and lowa 
as a major bicentennial contribution. The books may be 
purchased for $5 plus 50 cents for handling by writing to 
“Cookbook”, 801 South 10th Street, Omaha, Nebraska 
68108. Toni Blazavich, Ethnic Committee chairman, is also 
planning a Bicentennial Ethnic Festival June 5-6. 
Thousands of people will bring and share ethnic costumes, 
food, arts and crafts, bands and singing for a two-day 
celebration. 

The great Plains Black Museum was recently opened and 
contains the history of many contributions of Black 
Americans. An ARBA grant of $101,000 through the 
Department of Labor, allowed ODCBC members Wilbur 
Phillips and Bertha Calloway to fulfill the dream of a 
center of ethnic culture. The NARBC also contributed 
$10,000 in matching funds to the project located in the 
first Webster Exchange Building, 2213 Lake Street in 
Omaha. 


Winners of the Bicentennial Writers Contest were in 
Omaha to receive prizes on February 12, Lincoln’s 
birthday. 

Sponsored by the ODCBC Heritage Committee headed 
by Tom Kuhlman, first place was shared by Judith E. 
Nelson of Monroe and Ann L. Wilhite of Fremont. Second 
place winners were Dorothy Devereux Dustin of Omaha, 
Nellie Snyder Yost of North Platte, and Rosemary Scott of 
Simi Valley, California. 

The Commission is a member of the Midlands Riverfront 
Bicentennial Alliance formed to cooperate and coordinate 
the many activities of Pottawattamie, Harrison and Mills 
Counties in lowa and Douglas, Sarpy and Washington 
Counties in Nebraska. The Alliance will co-sponsor with 
the 2nd Maryland Regiment of Foot, the “Louisiana 
Purchase” Costume Ball on April 30th at Peony Park in 
commemoration of the famous purchase of 1803 and the 
bicentennial. 

Members of the Commissions Speakers Bureau include 
the re-inactment of Abigail Adams (Elaine Holdorf), Abe 
Lincoln (Don Hempel), Betsy Ross (Helen Worley), the 
Toastmasters and many other groups. 

Young writer, composer, musician and director George 
Dahir, Jr., has performed original bicentennial songs at 
over 100 programs in schools and before organizations. 
One of his new songs, “A Dream”, has been adopted by 
the ARBA for a national public service announcement. 

Thousands of school-age children are involved in many 
bicentennial projects including the huge Omaha Public 
Schools’ Bicentennial Festival at the Civic Auditorium and 
the District 66 Festival at Ak-Sar-Ben this spring. 

The ODCBC receives funding from the City of Omaha 
and Douglas County and from the sale of commemorative 
items and private donations. 


QUILTS AND QUILTERS were featured 
on the Joni Ballion Show on KMTV 
television in Omaha in early 1976. Mrs. 
Bailion (right) interviewed Mrs. Helen 
Worley (center) who made the quilt on 
the right. Patty Kankousky (left), a 
teacher at Wakonda Elementary School 
in Omaha had Mrs. Worley teach her 
class about quilts and quilting. The 
result was the quilt on the left. Dionne 
Kirksey and Tim Hyland, were two 
students who assisted in making the 
quilt with the help of the rest of their 
class and Mrs. Worley. 


Nebraska One of Top States in Bicentennial Communities Program 


Bridgeport was officially designated as Nebraska’s 300th 
community in the American Revolution Bicentennial 
Administration’s (ARBA) Bicentennial Communities 
program. 

As 1975 ended, Nebraska had 326 participants in the 
Bicentennial Communities program and ranked seventh 
nationally in the program. 

In applications submitted to the ARBA, each town listed 
projects and events planned for the bicentennial. A few 
examples taken from these applications are listed below. 

Guide Rock—will set up a marker at the old Indian 
burial grounds, according to Laurie Ely, bicentennial 
chairman. On July 4, 1976, this community will coordinate 
a joint picnic with the neighboring town of Red 
Cloud—similar to the one held 100 years ago. 

McGrew—held a beef raffle and cleared $390 to build 
picnic shelters at the city’s park, according to Eva Morton, 
bicentennial chairman. A “Show and Tell” day will be held 
in 1976 where guests will bring something their ancestors 
brought from the Old Country or a story about early 
settlers to the area. During the show, 200 candles will be 
lighted on a bicentennial birthday cake. 

Bridgeport—will celebrate, in 1976, the building of the 
bridge over the North Platte River 100 years ago to 
transport gold from the Black Hills to the railroad at 
Sidney, according to George Post and Calvin Coulter, 
bicentennial co-chairmen. The bicentennial committee 
has established one of the few bicentennial headquarters 
in a town to promote interest in the 200th anniversary 
celebration. The community is also trying to acquire the 
land surrounding Courthouse and Jailhouse Rock as a state 
or national park. 

Adams—will mark the graves of early settlers as well as 
those of veterans from the area, according to Mrs. John W. 
Cooper, bicentennial chairman. Every resident will be 
urged to use some lawn decoration or plant a flower bed 
using red, white and blue flowers. 

Dix—plans an all-day Fourth of July program in 1976, 
according to Glen Tucker, bicentennial chairman. The 
community also plans to erect a log cabin in the City Park 
to be used as a shelter house. An old-timers day is planned 
for older residents to reminisce about when the 
community was first started. 

Cedar County—plans to preserve the Bow Valley Mill 
and to someday, reconstruct the mill, according to Rev. 
Robert Neu, county bicentennial chairman. The county 
will be conducting a Bicentennial Queen contest in 1976 
with each community in the county selecting their own 
candidates. 

In Garfield County—several organizations are working 
together to relocate an old log cabin in the city park at 
Burwell, according to Karma Johnson, county bicentennial 
chairman. A costume ball is planned for the pre-rodeo 
celebration in July 1976. The Bicentennial Committee also 
plans to document the names of the families who 
homesteaded the county to be placed in the county court 
house. This is a somewhat difficult task since the area was 
first a part of Wheeler County. 

Webster County—plans to mark county sites with 
permanent markers, according to John Sherwood, county 
bicentennial chairman. The county plans to conduct an art 
show and contest from all schools in the county. 

Edison—will complete restoration of the state’s smallest 
school house and purchase a permanent historical marker 
for it, according to Cora Garey, bicentennial chairman. 
Edison schools will sponsor an essay contest with the 
theme “Why We Are Celebrating the Bicentennial.” 
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Benedict—plans a mini-course on the history of the 
community with local senior citizens giving first hand 
experiences of the past, according to Mrs. Rose Wozniak, 
bicentennial chairman. Benedict veterans have donated 
and erected a new flag pole and flag at the city’s new 
recreation center. 

In Jefferson County—abandoned cemeteries will be 
catalogued and cleaned up, according to Al Boettcher, 
county bicentennial chairman. The county also wants to 
erect a Morman monument for all those who passed 
through the county on their way west. The plaque would 
also honor Jacob Secrist who died and was buried in the 
county. A major project is the restoration of a lime kiln 
north of Fairbury. 


Winside—will construct a wishing well made of old 
bricks from an old school house as a Horizons 76 project, 
according to Richard Miller, bicentennial chairman. 
Planter boxes will be put on Main Street and in the park as 
a project of the Federated Women’s Club. Additional 
bricks from the old school house will be used to make a 
stand for an old bell in front of the new school building. 

McCool Junction—will restore the old Opera House for 
use as the community center and playhouse, according to 
Beulah Bellows, bicentennial chairman. The community 
will celebrate July 4 with an old-fashioned Fourth of July 
parade, games and a community picnic. 

Wallace—will plant a new flower garden near the 
historical marker on the Community Hall grounds, 
according to Jean Evans, bicentennial chairman. Children 
will be encouraged to dress in pioneer style clothes during 
the Fall Festival Parade in 1976. A Children’s Bicentennial 
Commemorative Monument will be built by the children 
of Wallace as a reminder for Century III. The project will 
be supervised by a local brick mason. 

Stockville —will place a memorial plaque in the old log 
cabin, according to Mrs. Darryl Hosick, bicentennial 
chairman. Antique displays and demonstrations of arts and 
crafts will be featured during Memory Night in 1976. 


ELEMENTARY PUPILS from McGrew 
School show their “spirit of ’76” by 
saluting the flag during the Bicen- 
tennial Flag ceremony in November. 


Stockham —will paint a mural on the side of the general 
store to show the progress of the United States during the 
country’s 200 years, according to Mrs. Olene Tessman, 
bicentennial chairman. The city’s park will be reseeded 
and flowers planted in the shape of the flag. 

Blaine County— plans a county-wide celebration for the 
Fourth of July 1976, according to Helen Fox and Betty 
Hannah, county bicentennial co-chairmen. The 
celebration would include a county church service, a band 
concert, a picnic and a square dance. 

Crab Orchard—has placed historical markers 
designating the original village site and the grove of crab 
apple trees for which the village was named, according to 
Andrea Lovitt, bicentennial chairman. Trees and flowers 
will be planted next spring around the community building 
as a lasting reminder of the bicentennial. 

At Rogers—the school children will write essays, 
“Looking to the Future,” as they envision the country to be 
like 100 years from now, according to Mrs. Clifford 
McBurney, bicentennial chairman. The community plans 
a pot-luck supper with all the food prepared with pioneer 
recipes. 

Chapman—will place a plaque to mark Shoemaker’s 
Point—the site of the first post office in Merrick County, 
built in 1861 along the Pony Express Route. A Home Talent 
Show will be held in the spring of 1976 with skits relating to 
pioneer days, according to LaVerne Keller, bicentennial 
chairman. 

At Endicott—citizens of the “Leisure Hours Club” 
completed two quilts that are being raffled with the 
proceeds to be used for a community bicentennial project, 
according to Florence Milne, bicentennial chairman. 

Nance County—will landscape the grounds around the 
new county courthouse, according to Margaret Russell, 
county bicentennial chairman. The DAR Monument and 
flagpole will be relocated and dedicated in 1976. 

Trenton—will redecorate the community’s museum and 
urge visitors to stop by the Ogallala Trail Marker showing 
the Texas cattle drive, according to Louis Hagan, 
bicentennial chairman. The extension clubs in the village 
are collecting old-fashioned recipes and will compile them 
into a Bicentennial Cookbook. 

Wausa—Public Schools will build a permanent display 
to house the original school bell that hung in the tower of 
the first school house, according to Bruce Pfeil, 
bicentennial chairman. The community's senior citizens 
began in 1973 to remodel a store downtown into a Senior 
Citizens Center. It is planned the center will be completed 
in 1976. 

Hastings College—will hold a bicentennial season of 
American plays such as “George Washington Slept Here” 
and “John Brown’s Body,” according to Joe Kyle and Carl 
Throckmorton, bicentennial co-chairmen. Two oldest 
buildings on campus have been saved from being razed. 
The college bicentennial committee plans to enter them in 
the National Registry of Historic Buildings and complete 
the renovation. 

Wood Lake—will restore a log house at the park to be 
used as a rest area, according to Marcella Welke, 
bicentennial chairman. The community is also compiling 
information and history of the town to be kept for future 
generations. 

At Deshler—the 4-H clubs’ projects include encouraging 
homes to fly the American flag, according to David 
Gallion, bicentennial chairman. The town also plans to 
decorate windows in the business areas with appropriate 
bicentennial displays and to publish an information 
booklet on the residents of the community. 

Danbury — built a bicentennial float for parades in 1975 
and 1976, according to Mrs. Bart Snyder, bicentennial 
chairman. The float, entered in four parades in 1975, was 
constructed as an American eagle with red, white and blue 


VINUINIA SMIIH, Nebraska Congress- 
man, presented a 50-star American Flag 
which had flown over the U.S. Capitol, 
to Al Haag (left) mayor of Danbury and 
to Mrs. Bart Snyder (center) during the 
Danbury Bicentennial Flag ceremony. 
(Ed. note: Mrs. Snyder, bicentennial 
chairman actually lives in Kansas!) 


banners and an Uncle Sam. Next spring, 4-H clubs in the 
community will plant red, white and blue flowers. 

Lynch—plans an old-fashioned community program 
featuring quilting, soap-making, rug weaving and butter 
churning, according to Diane Heiser, bicentennial 
chairman. The VFW will crown a bicentennial king and 
queen in 1976—the pair must be over 60 and community 
residents. The town will also have new “Welcome to 
Lynch” signs in time for the bicentennial. 

Kimball County—aims to have every residence in the 
county flying the American flag during special holidays in 
1976, according to Darrell J. Huenergardt, county 
bicentennial chairman. The Great Plains Historical Society 
plans to construct a sod house on a vacant lot in 
downtown Kimball as a Heritage and Horizons project. 
The Society also plans to collect and preserve old pictures 
of people and places in Kimball County. 

Northeast Technical Community College— dedicated its 
bicentennial sculpture, “Education for All,” in October, 
according to Gerald Danskin, bicentennial chairman. The 
college cooperated with the city of Norfolk to sponsor the 
“Chautauqua 1975” last summer. The drama department 
will be presenting a dialogue between John and Abigail 
Adams as a bicentennial project. The college will also 
write and produce five weekly bicentennial programs to be 
heard over WJAG radio in Norfolk. 

Holbrook—school took a covered wagon trip to Burton’s 
Bend as a bicentennial project. At the camp site, the 
children popped corn, roasted marshmellows and sang 
pioneer songs, according to Mr. and Mrs. Irlee 
Stagemeyer, bicentennial co-chairmen. The third and 
fourth graders cut out and sewed a 13-star flag while the 
fifth and sixth graders designed a quilt and sewed all of it 
by hand. 

Culbertson—will restore the stone church, according to 
Roger Sample, bicentennial chairman. The community 
also plans an old-fashioned basket dinner and a local arts 
and craft show. 
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THE 1976 GRADUATES of Keya Paha 
High School painted the “Spirit of ’76” 
graffiti on a gas tank. Each star 
represents a member of the ’76 class. 


The Stella—Bicentennial Committee is purchasing 
American History books for the library, according to Jan 
McMullen, bicentennial chairman. The community also 
plans to get a new American flag to fly with the 
bicentennial flag in the downtown mini-park area. 

Page—will honor residents over 70 years old (“Our 
Jewels”) with a monthly dinner and entertainment, 
according to Winnie Cunningham, bicentennial chairman. 
The town plans to build a shelter house and restrooms in 
the Village Park as an Horizons project. 

Axtell—plans to plant a flowering tree on Arbor Day 
1976 as a Horizons project, according to Jean Roberts and 
Larry Smith, bicentennial co-chairmen. The town, known 
as the “windmill city” plans to erect the old windmill that 


* once stood in the community and dedicate it during 1976. 


The community plans to involve youngsters by having a 
mural painted on the south wall of a building in view of all 
who enter the town. 

Silver Creek—plans to complete a new park with 
dugouts, bleachers, trailer hook-ups and a lake area, 
according to Mrs. Clinton Colby, bicentennial chairman. 
The elementary grades plan to write and present a 
bicentennial play at the school. Donations from local 
residents will make possible the remodeling of the old 
Pioneer Ballroom to be used for dances and social 
gatherings. 

Tekamah—plans to attract visitors to the area by 
completing a highway rest area-park, according to Richard 
Seaman, Sr., bicentennial chairman. The park, to be called 
the American Bicentennial Park, will be located on 
Highway 32 west of Tekamah. The entire community is 
working on the project with painting, landscaping, and 
writing local history. 

Bartley—plans a Heritage Day and a Festival Day in 
1976, according to Kathleen Hansen, bicentennial 
chairman. Craftsmen will demonstrate quilting, spinning 
and needlepoint at Heritage Day while an old-fashioned 
pancake breakfast and picnic dinner are planned for 
Festival Day. As a Horizons project, the community plans 
to renovate the library with new roofing, new shelves and 
new books to be added. 

Greeley —plans to renovate the museum with new show 
cases and displays, according to Dan Callahan, 
bicentennial chairman. The Bicentennial Committee plans 
to make and install street signs as well as to raise the funds 
necessary to buy and install a football-baseball score 
board in the park. 

Bayard—plans to work with the Wagon Train groups 
crossing the country from west to east which will be in 
Nebraska next March-April, according to Sally Kidd and 
Charles Stratton, bicentennial co-chairmen. The 
community also plans to present “A Gift of God” pageant 
at Chimney Rock next spring. 

At Waterloo— businessmen and the school district plans 
to erect a sign with the town’s motto at the entrance to the 
town, according to J. Peterson, bicentennial chairman. 
The community will have new flowers and shrubs in the 
park along with the equipment receiving a new coat of 
paint. 

Benkelman—plans to erect an archway entrance to the 
City Park, according to Rachel Porter, bicentennial 
chairman. A full Fourth of July, 1976, weekend is planned 
with entertainment, a pageant, a county-wide dinner and 
fireworks. 


12 


Raymond’s— bicentennial committee plans to write and 
publish the history of the community by early 1976, 
according to Mrs. Mary Stearnes, bicentennial chairman. 
The Woman’s Club will establish a public library to help 
improve an educational facility in the community. 

Davey —will plant flowers in the shape of the American 
Flag at the entrance to the town, according to Lennie 
Dahl, bicentennial chairman. The grave sites of two 
members of the Michael Davey (founder of the town) 
family will be refurbished. The entire community will be 
involved with several bicentennial projects including 
completing the history of the community. 

Keya Paha County—will plant trees from a third 
generation pioneer family at the Bicentennial Forest at 
Newport, according to Duane McCormick, county 
bicentennial chairman. A country and western jamboree 
will honor the musical heritage with live entertainers and 
musicians. The county will also conduct a bicentennial 
sewing contest depicting styles through the nation’s 
history. 

Merriman—will plant a new flower bed around its new 
flag pole, according to Vivian Thayer, bicentennial 
chairman. The community also plans to publish a political 
pamphlet listing elected officials. The community will 
restore a building for a permanent home for 4-H work. 

Loup County—plans to write and publish a book of 
county pioneers, according to Margaret Christensen, 
county bicentennial chairman. A county-wide pie social 
with bicentennial oriented entertainment is planned 
during 1976. A series of maps from the beginning of the 
county to the present time will depict the county schools, 
towns and post offices. 

Daykin—plans a two-day celebration on June 4-5 called 
the “Spirit of ‘76 Days,” according to Mrs. Laverne 
Schweer, bicentennial chairman. Demonstrations showing 
old-fashioned nail driving, quilting and cooking methods 
will be featured during the celebration. A new 32-foot flag 
pole will be lighted at night for the American and 
Bicentennial Flags. 

At Waco—the elementary school conducts monthly 
bicentennial programs with skits and programs performed 
by the pupils, according to Kenneth Kinney, bicentennial 
chairman. The new Centennial Public School will have a 
Bicentennial gym floor done in red, white and blue. 

Murray —will paint the fire hydrants on Main Street to 
resemble colonial minutemen, according to Herbert 
Campbell, bicentennial chairman. Benches, waste 
containers and the play ground equipment at the city park 
will be painted red, white and blue. 


Waverly—Boy Scouts will clean, paint, replace and 
rebuild the city’s old cemetery so the history of the area 
can be carried on during the bicentennial, according to 
Rogert Bartlett, bicentennial chairman. As an on-going 
project, the bicentennial committee wants to move the 
depot to the City Park and restore it. Part of the restored 
depot will be used for community meetings. The 
community also plans to have operational by 1976 a city 
library. 

Rising City—will make the flag pole more permanent 
and install permanent lighting around the pole, according 
to Ramona Ellison, bicentennial chairman. The American 
Legion Auxiliary will present a small American flag to each 
child in kindergarten this year. 

Prosser—will build a six by eight foot glassed shadow 
box into a wall of the community building which will 
house a bicentennial flag and posters made by school 
children, according to Adeline Knowlson, bicentennial 
chairman. The community also plans to restore the oldest 
building as an Horizon’s 76 project. 

In Dodge County—each community has contacted a 
“sister city” (one with the same name) in the United States 
to share bicentennial ideas, according to Mrs. Chris 
Blumm, county bicentennial chairman and Sam Berek, 
county bicentennial co-chairman. The county has an 
average of three or more bicentennial events or activities 
taking place each week. All schools in the county are 
planning on one large Bicentennial Music Program in the 
spring of 1976. 

Thayer County —will collect and print pictures on every 
Thayer County family in a county atlas, according to 
Janice Kenner, bicentennial chairman. The bicentennial 
committee plans to tape record recollections of the older 
citizens in the county and repair the museum auditorium 
during 1976. 

Union College—in Lincoln, plans to construct a mall on 
the campus between the clock tower and the new 
administration building to provide an area of rest and 
relaxation for students and faculty, according to David 
Nowack, bicentennial chairman. The college plans a series 
of hour-long lectures on American history by Dr. Everett 
Dick, a nationally recognized historian. 

Verdel—will erect a caution light on Highway 12 
entering town to alert the traffic to slow down, according 
to Marvelyn Kemnitz, bicentennial chairman. A combined 
effort by all residents will clean up the village vacant lots 
in time for a bicentennial celebration. 

Colfax County—plans a two-day bicentennial 
celebration with a picnic and parade, according to Joseph 
Blazek, county bicentennial chairman. The county 
bicentennial committee is conducting a speech and art 
contest relating to the historical past of the country. 


A BOX SOCIAL AUCTION was one of 
the highlights at the Rising City 


Bicentennial Flag ceremony. 


Davenport—will plant a flower bed on Main Street and 
purchase new United States and Nebraska Flags for the 
library, according to Mrs. Don Heinrichs, bicentennial 
chairman. The bicentennial committee also plans to buy 
special bicentennial books and have them on display for 
the 1976 summer reading program. A major project of the 
community is a new community center. Approximately 
$78,000 has been raised toward the $100,000 goal. 

Fairmont—will erect a new flag pole to honor veterans 
of the community, according to Mable McMahon, 
bicentennial chairman. A three-day celebration is planned 
for the 4th of July weekend with a parade, carnival and 
barbeque. 

Gilead—will hold a community church service and pot 
luck dinner, according to Rose Rauner, bicentennial 
chairman. The community also plans to erect a vapor light 
in the city park along with a new flag pole and tennis 
court. 

Dannebrog—plans a Martha and George Washington 
Dance for February 1976, according to Forrest Nielsen, 
bicentennial chairman. Those attending the dance are to 
wear appropriate dress for that era. Windows in the 
downtown areas will have bicentennial displays done by 
the Odd Fellows and Rebeccas. With the help of young 
people the town will paint the town hall red, white and 
blue. The main bicentennial project will be to erect a 
historical marker at the site of the first attempt in 1889 to 
drill for oil in the state. 

Heartwell—is building a large bicentennial display at 
the Community Hall which will be left until July 4, 1976, 
according to Laurayne Streff, bicentennial chairman. The 
community plans a bicentennial beautification day in the 
spring as soon as the weather permits. The town will clean 
off vacant lots and plant flowers and grass where old 
buildings have been removed. 

Prague—will hold a demolition derby as a fund raising 
project for the bicentennial, according to John Petrzelka, 
bicentennial chairman. St. John Parrish will look to the 
past with a heritage display while the entire community 
will plan for the future by establishing a town park. 

In Hall County — Stuhr Museum has acquired a Narrow 
Gauge Railroad which is to be operational on the museum 
grounds during the summer of 1976, according to Milan 
Bish, county chairman. The railroad has received support 
from the entire county, the state as well as from the 
Nebraska Bicentennial Commission. 

Palisade—plans a historical painting on Main Street, 
according to Joyce Vogler, bicentennial chairman. The 
community has painted the fire hydrants to look like 
historical characters. The community plans an outdoor 
worship service on May 30 for all churches. 


Litchfield—will make a red, white and blue quilt and 
auction it off with the proceeds going to the community’s 
lasting remembrance for the bicentennial—a community 
tennis court, according to Marlene Rasmussen and Shirley 
Reynolds, bicentennial co-chairmen. A special bookshelf 
will be set up at the city’s library about Nebraska and 
books by Nebraska authors. Once the history of the 
community is written, it too will be added to the section. 

Brewster—will hold an old-fashioned 4th of July 
celebration with dances, picnic and games, according to 
Neal Keller, bicentennial chairman. The bicentennial 
committee will record and preserve the history of 
community for future generations. 


Allen—plans to complete the Dixon County Historical 
Museum and dedicate it in 1976, according to Karen 
Knepper, bicentennial chairman. A Bike Rodeo will be 
held for kids and parents sponsored by the 4-H Clubs. The 
community will also plant red, white and blue petunias 
around town. 

In Boyd County—the bicentennial committee will 
locate and preserve abandoned cemeteries, according to 
Mildred Klasna and Myron Armfield, county co-chairmen. 
The committee will also list all cemeteries in the county. 
The bicentennial committee is also compiling the history 
of the county to be published in book form in 1976. 

Herman —will invite all living past ministers and families 
to celebrate the hundredth anniversary of the Methodist 
Church and the bicentennial, according to Melvern West, 
bicentennial chairman. The Herman Bicentennial 
Celebration will use all three themes of the 
bicentennial—Heritage, Festivals and WHorizons. The 
bicentennial committee will collect artifacts and early-day 
memoriabilia to display during the celebration. 


PRESENTING THE BICENTENNIAL 
FLAG to William Boyce, Gage County 
Supervisor, are Frank Harrington (left) 
regional ARBA director and Don Searcy 
(right) executive director of the NARBC. 


Winslow—will restore its 1927 fire truck and enter it in 
parades around the county. The town also plans to restore 
the original 1918 town bell and build a stand for it, 
according to Mrs. Karen Meierhenry, bicentennial 
chairman. The extension club is going to write to a sister 
city to try and interest them in carrying out a western 
theme for the bicentennial in 1976. 

Valparaiso—plans to build a new marquee at Central 
High School, according to Mrs. Clair Horn, bicentennial 
chairman. The Bicentennial Committee plans an 
old-fashioned picnic over the July 4, 1976, weekend along 
with games for the children. Fifth graders on through 12th 
will be entering an essay contest on “What America Means 
to Me.” 

Banner County—will identify, map and record historic 
grave sites in the county along with pioneer trails, ghost 
towns and sod and rock houses, according to Mrs. Morris 
Jones and H.E. Burchfield, bicentennial co-chairmen. The 
old church in the town will be moved so as to be renovated 
at the county museum grounds. 

At Wisner—the women of the community are making 
quilts to send to the underprivileged, according to Linda 
Biles, bicentennial chairman. Wisner Boy Scouts will trace 
the trail of the pioneers who settled in the area on a trail 
ride and campout. An old-fashioned box social is also 
planned. 


Creighton University—is conducting a bicentennial 
lecture series in the spring of 1976 with Dean Rusk as the 
first lecturer, according to Mike Byrne and Eileen Lieben, 
bicentennial co-chairmen. In the fall of 1976, the 
University plans to dedicate the Kiewitt Physical Fitness 
Building with an appropriate bicentennial theme. 

Ames—plans to renovate an old motel into a 
community museum, according to Mrs. Dick Cusick, 
bicentennial chairman. The community is also making a 
special combination flag—with the letters A-M-E-S and the 
bicentennial symbol on it. 

Overton—would like to erect a historical marker at the 
site of the Toebben Massacre, according to William Burns, 
bicentennial chairman. The community's cemetery will get 
an added look with new landscaping and with the planting 
of trees. 

Almeria—will conduct an old-fashioned “literary 
box-social” with the participants invited to provide music, 
plays and readings along with boxes of food to be 
auctioned, according to Sharon Strong, bicentennial 
chairman. The proceeds will be used to support the 
memorial project of building a permanent marker of bricks 
from a county factory. 

Barneston—will add an eternal light to the city’s flag 
pole, according to Howard Goin, bicentennial chairman. 
A historical marker will be erected at the road side 
monument depicting the Indian reservation heritage of the 
Otoe Indians who later moved to Oklahoma. 

At Plainview—an old barn will be moved into Chilvers 
Park for use as a historical museum in time for the 
bicentennial, according to Berkley Holmstedt, bicenten- 
nial chairman. The community also plans to bring its 
scrapbook up to date and add all records of bicentennial 
events to it. 

Melbeta—plans a community fire works and 4th of July 
picnic in 1976, according to Neil and -Maxine Gatch, 
bicentennial co-chairmen. The town’s Boy Scouts plan a 
historical river trip during the summer of 1976. 

At Central Technical Community College— located east 
of Hastings, students and instructors are planning a 
collection of native plants to be made into an arboretum, 
according to Deborah Hardin, bicentennial chairman. The 
college also plans to have an educational display at the 
Chautauqua in Adams County during 1976. 
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Butte—will plan and construct a new roadside park, 
according to Dennis Brewster, bicentennial chairman. 
Butte Nursing Home Auxiliary is planning to update the 
history of the Butte and Anoka area. 

Cordova—plans a summer Festival Day with pioneer 
activities such as arts and crafts, a threshing bee, ethnic 
foods, tape recordings of old-timers’ memories and a 
corn-husking contest, according to Carol Larsen, 
bicentennial chairman. The town plans to rejuvenate and 
restore the old community jail to be used only as a 
reminder of the past. 

At Arcadia—special historical displays including a 
display of artifacts found in and around Arcadia dating 
back to 800 A.D. will highlight the bicentennial Fall 
Festival in 1976, according to Demaris Schmidt and Max 
Cruikshank, bicentennial co-chairmen. The town will also 
erect a community flag pole. 

Dundy County— American Legion will conduct a public 
speaking contest for the schools in the county on “My 
Heritage,” according to CleoBells Gummere, county 
bicentennial chairman. As a Heritage and Horizons 
project, the county extension agent will be researching 
early irrigation in the county and the future of irrigation in 
the area. 

Bristow—will display antiques and old pictures of the 
community in the town hall, according to David 
Landholm, bicentennial chairman. The “Royal Pair,” the 
Bicentennial King and Queen, will be selected in the 
community from those over 60 years old. The Rosedale 
Covenant Church plans to erect the original church bell in 
1976. 

Greenwood—plans to move the old railroad depot and 
restore it, according to Mrs. Kenneth McDonell, 
bicentennial chairman. The 4-H clubs in the community 
also plan to publish a Bicentennial Cookbook with old 
recipes from homes in the area. The Bicentennial 
Committee has started to record with slides and tape 
recordings the present history of the community. 

Sumner— bought a new American Flag to fly on the pole 
by the fire hall which will also be used for the Bicentennial 
Flag, according to Gene Beerbohm, _ bicentennial 
chairman. The community built and equipped an actual 
sod house with pioneer furniture and old pieces of 
memorabilia. 

Taylor—plans to restore the village museum and catalog 
the contents, according to Arline Shanks, bicentennial 
chairman. The community also plans a bicentennial quilt 


RECREATION FACILITIES are being 
developed in several Nebraska com- 
munities as major bicentennial 
projects. Pictured above is one part of 
Gresham’s sports complex. 


Laurel—will restore the old city park by sodding, tree 
planting, and installation of modern camping facilities, 
according to Vera Ebmeier, bicentennial chairman. The 
community plans to dedicate the park in 1976 during a 
Festival Day with a parade, pioneer games and a band 
concert. Senior citizens in the town will make and quilt a 
bicentennial quilt for the bicentennial. 

Central City — will hold a Best Whiskers Contest with the 
prizes to be awarded on July 4, 1976, according to John 
Hummel, bicentennial chairman. The community's 
museum will conduct classes in pioneer cooking, antique 
furniture repair and in identifying depressionware glass. 
The town will also start a flower garden on the city’s 
Triangle as an Horizons project. 

At Hazard—displays of old quilts, antiques and pioneer 
crafts will highlight the Martha Washington Tea in May of 
1976, according to Lenore King, bicentennial chairman. 
The flag pole in the community will be repaired and 
readied for the bicentennial flag. 

Elm Creek—will kick off the bicentennial with a style 
show in March, according to LaDonna Walker and Lela 
Helms, bicentennial co-chairmen. The town plans to 
complete a geneology of the cemetery before 1920 to 
better help identify early settlers to the area. 

Wood River—will involve the entire community with an 
Horizons ’76 project of cleaning the town’s park, erecting 
playground equipment and a red, white and blue steel 
Liberty Bell mounted in concrete, according to Herbert 
Bonsack, Jr., bicentennial chairman. The community is 
sponsoring a Vietnamese doctor and family. 

Chadron State College — has written and produced a film 
entitled, “Your Move,” which has been shown in many 
other communities, according to Richard Tibbits, and Dr. 
Elizabeth Jacobson, bicentennial co-chairmen. The 
college plans several bicentennial projects including a 
parade and rodeo on July 4, 1976; constructing a walking 
trail in the Pine Ridge and producing plays and musicals 
appropriate to the bicentennial theme. 

Merrick County—will place permanent historical 
markers at several historical sites in the county, according 
to Ted Reeves, county bicentennial chairman. Sites 
include: Western Stage Line Station near Silver Creek; 
Lone Tree near Central City; Shoemakers Point as the first 
U.S. Post Office site; and markers.at Sunrise and at Bethel. 
A Bicentennial Banquet is planned in 1976 to honor 
families who have owned and lived on the same land for 
100 years. 

Creston—plans to replace trees lost to Dutch Elm 
disease, according to Marvin Bachman, bicentennial 
chairman. The community will erect a new flag pole on 
Main Street with spot lights. The community will also 
construct a new swimming pool to replace one of the 
oldest in the state. 

Belden—will hold a box social with the proceeds going 
to plant trees, according to David Hay, bicentennial 
chairman. A colonial church service is planned by the 
Presbyterian Church while St. Mary’s Church plans a 
bicentennial service. 

Kearney State College—plans a series of lectures by 
scholars on the topic of “American Liberties After 200 
Years,” according to Otto Lohrenz, bicentennial chairman. 
The KSC history department is sponsoring a tour for 
college credit of historical sites of early America along the 
east coast. KSC is also very involved with the restoration of 
Frank House as a museum and cultural center. 

Plymouth—will conduct a “That’s the Way it Was,” 
contest, according to Gary Jordan, bicentennial chairman. 
The community will also sponsor a bicentennial farmer of 
the month and a bicentennial business of the week 
contest. 
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County Chairman—“Grass Roots” of Bicentennial 


County chairmen have been busy seeing that their county, and communities within their county, are 
not left out of the bicentennial. Many outstanding projects and programs are underway. The following list 
contains the names of the county chairmen and the town in which they live. 


Adams, Mrs. Richard Marvel, Hastings, co-chairman 

Adams, Mrs. Jacky Smith, Hastings, co-chairman 

Antelope, Mrs. Bernard Kellogg, Orchard 

Arthur, Wilton H. Dorris, Arthur 

Banner, Mrs. Morris Jones, Harrisburg 

Blaine, Mrs. Helen Fox, Brewster 

Boone. Mrs. Anna Mae Schmadeke, Albion 

Box Butte, Mrs. Bruce Johnson, Alliance, 
co-chairman 

Box Butte, Mrs. Don Thomas, Alliance, co-chairman 

Boyd, Mildred Klasna, Spencer, co-chairman 

Boyd, Myron Armfield, Butte, co-chairman 

Brown, Mrs. MayDe Beel, Johnstown 

Buffalo, Mrs. Marian Johnson, Kearney 

Burt, Mrs. C. Gordon Nelson, Oakland 

Butler, Danny Hook, David City 

Cass, Sen. Cal Carsten, Avoca, co-chairman 

Cass, Robert Schneider, Plattsmouth, co-chairman 

Cedar, Rev. Robert Neu, Coleridge 

Chase, William Mollring, Imperial 

Cherry, Mrs. James Quigley, Valentine 

Cheyenne, Gerald E. Matzke, Sidney 

Clay, Mrs. John Sullivan, Clay Center 

Colfax, Joseph F. Blazek, Howells 

Cuming, Marie Vogt, Bancroft 

Custer, Lee Jones, Broken Bow 

Dakota, Roy Bartels, South Sioux City 

Dawes, Mrs. Peggy Hammitt, Chadron 

Dawson, Albert Kjar, Lexington 

Deuel, John D. Wertz, Chappell 

Dixon, E.C. Iverson, Ponca 

Dodge, Mrs. Chris Blumm, Scribner 

Douglas, Bob Handy, Omaha 

Dundy, CleoBells Gummere, Benkelman 

Fillmore, Pam Turner, Geneva 

Franklin, Kathleen Secrest, Franklin 

Frontier, Mrs. Don Teel, Maywood, acting chairman 

Furnas, Mrs. Charles Harmon, Beaver City 

Gage, Mrs. Jane Layman, Beatrice 

Garden, Mrs. W.S. Olson, Oshkosh 

Garfield, Karma Johnson, Burwell 

Gosper, Mrs. Cloyd Clark, Elwood 

Grant, Robert Rothwell, Hyannis 

Greeley, Mrs. Maxine R. Rasmussen, Scotia 

Hall, Milan Bish, Grand Island 

Hamilton, Wesley Huenefeld, Aurora 

Harlan, Mrs. Florence Blees, Orleans 

Hayes, Van E. Korell, Hayes Center 

Hitchcock, Mr. and Mrs. Lester Powers, Trenton 

Holt, Mary Ellenwood, O’Neill 

Hooker, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Cox, Mullen 

Howard, Mrs. James Lewis, St. Paul, co-chairman 

Howard, Herman Elstermeier, St. Paul, co-chairman 

Jefferson, Al Boettcher, Fairbury 
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Johnson, Bill Hinel, Tecumseh 

Kearney, Mr. and Mrs. Erwin Casper, Hildreth 
Keith, Jack Pollock, Ogallala 

Keya Paha, 

Kimball, Darrel J. Huenergardt, Kimball 

Knox, Mark Henry, Niobrara, co-chairman 

Knox, Arlene Liska, Niobrara, co-chairman 
Lancaster, Mrs. Jerome Warner, Waverly 

Lincoln, George LeRoy, North Platte, co-chairman 
Lincoln, Dave Reinhardt, North Platte, co-chairman 
Lincoln, John McNeil, North Platte, co-chairman 
Logan, Mrs. Eva M. Badje, Stapleton 

Loup, Mrs. Carl Christensen, Taylor 

McPherson, John R. Cotton, Tryon 

Madison, Alma Wickman, Norfolk 

Merrick, Ted Reeves, Central City 

Morrill, Calvin Coulter, Bridgeport 

Nance, Margaret Russell, Fullerton 

Nemaha, Jane Smith, Brownville, co-chairman 
Nemaha, Mrs. Ann Leatherman, Peru, co-chairman 
Nuckolls, Donna Gillan, Oak 

Otoe, Everett Reimers, Nebraska City, co-chairman 
Otoe, Beverly Dose, Nebraska City, co-chairman 
Pawnee, Barry Kennedy, Pawnee City 

Perkins, Allan Fillingham, Grant 

Phelps, Emil Ruzicka, Holdrege 

Pierce, Mrs. William Cox, Pierce 

Platte, Dick Howe, Columbus 

Polk, Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Tyler, Polk, co-chairmen 
Polk, Mrs. Ruth Lux, Osceola, co-chairman 

Red Willow, Lester Harsh, McCook 

Red Willow, Patsy Redfern, Danbury, co-chairman 
Richardson, Heasty Reesman, Falls City 

Rock, Mrs. Harold Allen, Bassett 

Saline, Art Benne, Crete 

Sarpy, Jeff Renner, Bellevue 

Saunders, Mary Monson, Wahoo 

Scotts Bluff, Nadine Sieb, Gering 

Seward, Clark Kolterman, Seward 

Sheridan, Ruth Gealy, Gordon 

Sherman, Mur! Badura, Loup City 

Sioux, Mrs. William Coffee, Harrison 

Stanton, Mrs. Walter Schellpeper, Stanton 


Thayer, Mrs. James Kenner, Jr., Hebron, co-chairman 


Thayer, Dr. William Baker, Hebron, co-chairman 
Thomas, Ron Blauvelt, Thedford 

Thurston, Harold Matney, Walthill 

Valley, Alan Anderson, Ord 

Washington, Mrs. Neil Sutton, Blair 

Wayne, Mrs. Robert Jones, Wayne 

Webster, John Sherwood, Red Cloud 

Wheeler, Ed Fejfar, Bartlett 

York, Mrs. Betty Bell, York 
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Nebraska Bicentennial 


"200 Club 


The Nebraska American Revolution Bicentennial “200 Club” has been organized 
to foster involvement in the 200th anniversary of this nation. Each patriot will receive 
amembership card, the official state bicentennial pin, and have their name included 
among the list of those contributing to the bicentennial. 

The $2 ($20 or $200) contribution will be used to transport a replica of the Liberty 
Bell to different communities, assist in publications of the commission and promote 
displays. 

Counties will receive $1 for each $2 membership sold in their county to be used in 
promoting local and county programs. Please contact your county chairman (listed 
an page 16) for more details. 
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The Nebraska American Revolution Bicentennial Commission has published the 
1976 Bicentennial Calendar of Events and Activities. The 88-page booklet lists the 
major celebrations in the state as well as celebrations that will take place in 
individual communities across the state. To receive a free copy of the calendar, send 
a self-addressed, stamped (26-cents) 5” x 8” envelope to the NARBC office, 1245 M 
Street, Lincoln, Nebr. 68508. 

Highlights of the Calendar include a special section (in patriotic rea) on tne events 
planned on July 4, 1976. The events and activities are listed in chronological order 
and in alphabetical order according to county or community. As of now, this will be 
the only 1976 Calendar published by the NARBC. County and Community 
bicentennial chairmen are listed on the last 10 pages. 
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